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 NOON  FORUMS
The  B A F  is pleased to offer the Spring session
in its ninth year of lunch time programs at the
Johns Hopkins University’s Downtown Center,
Charles and Fayette Streets.  The FORUM is a
weekly informed presentation of current interest
about Baltimore’s built environment and its
continued development.  The  FORUMS  are held
from  noon  until 1 pm, or shortly thereafter.  They
are free, open to the public and do not require
reservations.  Those attending are encouraged to
bring friends, their lunch and pertinent discussion.

March 29,  The Rotun da:   Chris Bell, Hekemian and

Company, will explain their plans for reconstruction of

the former Maryland Casualty property in Hampden.

April 5, Restoration of The Masonic Lodge:
Michael Murphy, AIA, partner in Murphy Dittenhafer,

Architects, will lead a visual tour of the restoration and

adaptive reuse of the former ceremonial rooms in the

1866 temple as spectacular settings for the Tremont

Plaza Grand Hotel Conference Center.

April 12, Baltimore City  Master Plan:   Otis Rolley,

Director, City Planning, will lead a discussion of

Baltimore’s charter requirement for a Master Plan.

April 19,  Branding at th e Walters:   Gary Vikan,

Executive Director of the W alters Art Museum,  will

discuss neighborhood, community and regional

marketing strategies. 

April 26,  Progress in  Pigtown:   Jack Danna,

Coordinator of Baltimore City Main Street program, will

discuss developments in this well known  neighborhood.

May 3,  Baltimore in th e Movies :  Hannah Byron,

Director of Baltimore’s Division of Film , TV and Video,

will offer an inside view of Hollywood in Baltimore, its

stars, their lives and foibles, and the production of reels

in our  “real”  city.

 NI GHT-TIME   F UN
B A F ‘s   annual fe te  of   Groundhog Day
is to be  Sa t urday,  Fe br uar y 4 ,  atth

6 pm  a nd  c ontin uing  unt il  l ate .  

Area 405 Gallery, 405 East Oliver Street,
a warehouse recent ly renovat ed as an
independent  arti sts’ gallery and st udio in t he
Stati on N orth A r ts  and E ntert ainment D ist ri ct,

present s a great  chance t o find your w ay to  t his
artist -owned cent er  committe d to  st r engthen ing
the arts  community in Baltimor e.  Oliver  Str eet
is one-way west fr om Greenmount Avenue.
Guarded  st reet   parki ng.  A map is available at

www.Balt imoreArc hit ect ure.org  

Ti ckets are $25 , cash or check,  at the door for
foo d, including fresh ly shucked oyste rs during
peak hour s,  beer   and  wine.      

May 10,  Baltimore Sc hoo l of the  Arts:   Diane Cho

and Rima Namek, both architects in the firm Cho Benn

Holback, will review their designs for the expansion and

renovation of Baltimore’s most successful citywide high

school  --the building, itself, an older adaptive reuse.

May 17,   The Char les Stre et Trolley   proposal to

connect the Inner Harbor with Johns Hopkins,

Homewood,  will be described by David Funk, Chair of

the Trolley Committee for Charles Street Development

Corporation, and consultant Ed Myers of  Kittleson and

Associates.  

FORUM  is supported by  Centu ry Engine ering
 and  The Joh ns Hopkin s Unive rsity.  
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 JANUARY  LECTURES 
Garrett    Jacobs    Mansion

( The Engineers’ Club )
11  West  Mount Vernon  Place

A Sunday afternoon Lecture and Tea Series
presented by the Mount Vernon Cultural District
and Friends of the Garrett Jacobs Mansion will

discuss techniques in making a historic house

authentic and livable.  The series is to be

moderated by Ted Pearson, ASID, Vice President

of Rita St.Clair Associates, who has worked and

lived in Mount Vernon for over 30 years. 

The five sessions of 45-minute illustrated lectures

with question and answers, will be followed by

casual conversation over afternoon tea.  All events

will be held between 1:30 and 3:00pm, Sundays:

January 8 How  an  Architect  Can  Helpth

Architect David Gleason, AIA will speak about the

expertise of an architect in remodeling an old house.

January 15 Using  Color   and  Ligh tth

Artist Kini Collins will explore the implications of using

color and light in living spaces.

January 22  Buildin g an Art Collectio nnd

Art Dealer Ann Clark Prifitis will discuss how to build an

art collection for the home.

January 29 Antique  Furn iture / Furnish ingsth

Antique Dealer Philip Dubey will discuss styles of

furniture and accessories over the last three centuries.

February 5 Creating   a  House History  th

Architectural Historian Martin Perschler will discuss

research techniques for uncovering the history of a

property.

Series tickets are  $25, or  $8  per event,
benefit the Garrett Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund

are available by calling: 410-433-0354

B A F   HOLIDAYS
Classic Tinkertoys replaced TYCO blocks on
Saturday, December 3 , as the B A F’s longrd

standing holiday window decoration competition
shifted venue from the Enoch Pratt Library to the
nearby 300 block of Charles Street. 

Organized by B A F member, Jen McLaren,
GWWO, Architects,  over thirty participants
completed six windows for display through the
holidays.  Competing design/build teams  were
from  Design Collective, Hord Coplan Macht,
Marks-Thomas, Marshall Craft, GWWO and BAF.
Merchants hosting windows were Cangialosi’s
Restau rant, Carro llton Bank, Curry Prin ting &
Copy Center , Tarlow F urs , The Marylan d
Federation of Art , and The Woman’s Indu strial
Exchange.

Two prizes were awarded:  First Prize went to
Hord Coplan Macht and the Carrollton Bank,
winning a gift certificate from the Prime Rib.    The
second Prize was awarded to Marshall Craft
Associates and The Maryland Federation of Art,
with gift certificates  for the Charles Theater. 

The B A F wishes to heartily thank all the sponsors
and participants, and looks forward to a larger and
even more competitive event next year.  Mark your
calendars for the first Saturday of December, 2006.

CONFERENCES
   

Annual Preservation and Revitalization
Conference of Preservation Maryland will

convene in Annapolis on May 18-19.  Information 
kharbeson@perservationmaryland.org

or, 410-685-2886 x 302

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions
(NAPC)  2006 National Conference  July 27 - 30 in
Baltimore at the Tremont Plaza Grand Hotel Grand
Conference Center, the former Masonic Lodge
(see FORUMS, page 1).  Information 

napc@uga.edu 

mailto:kharbeson@perservationmaryland.org
mailto:napc@uga.edu
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B A F   AT   WORK 
The  B A F’s   commitment to promoting public
appreciation of Baltimore’s architectural heritage,
supported by authoritative documentation,
continues with current activities that include:  

Several years of complex planning and negotiation
have resulted in the scanning of the B A F Dead
Architects Society’s research archive.  These
profiles of Baltimore architects may be accessed
electronically through a joint development project
of the Johns Hopkins University Eisenhower
Library and the Philadelphia  Atheneum.   In a
related activity, B A F board member, Walter
Schamu, AIA, recently presented the work of the
DAS and its archive at the School of Architecture,
Norwich University, Massachusetts.

In a previously unannounced project,   B A F
board members Tracey Clark and Charles Duff,
assisted by Jim Dilts, are preparing matched
archive and current photographs, with brief
descriptive text, for a new book on Baltimore
architecture.  It is to be one in a soft-backed series
that has made Arcadia Publishing, a South
Carolina subsidiary of an English company, the
largest publisher of regional historical surveys in
the US with nearly 3,000 titles.  Targeted
availability is  Fall, 2006, through Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, as well as the  B A F.

James Dilts, B A F publications chair, reports that
the late Randolph Chalfant’s monograph of the
city’s first successful architectural partnership,
Nierns ee and Neilson , Arc hitec ts of B altimore :
Two Careers on the Ed ge of the Futu re, is near
completion.  Mr. Chalfant’s in depth research and
text, and the editorial talents of Charles Belfoure,
promise an authoritative publication in early 2006.

This core study of Baltimore’s development is
intended to compliment the successful
presentations of E. Francis  Baldwin , Architect:
The B&O, Balt imo re and Beyond,  by Carlos P.
Avery, in 2003, and The Arch itectu re of
Baltimore,  edited by Hayward and Shivers,
published by the Johns Hopkins Press in 2005. 

LEWIS   BEQUEST
The  B A F  gratefully recognizes two gifts from the
family of architect  Robert E. Lewis offered as a
memorial through his son, Craig Lewis.  

Robert Erskine Lewis was a partner in the long-
time distinguished Baltimore architectural firm of
Wrenn, Lewis and Jencks.  The firm was formed in
early October, 1929, as Lewis & Westenhaver, and
subsequently as Wrenn, Lewis and Jencks, its
structure during most of a half century in practice.
B A F board member James Wollon  apprenticed
with the firm as a young architect.  

The first memorial is an endowment of $10,000 to
support the  B A F annual lecture in architecture by
nationally recognized architects and historians.
Formerly endowed as the Cochran Lecture,  now
expended, the first  B A F Lewis Lecture  is being
slated for the Fall, 2006.  

The second gift is  Mr. Lewis’s library.  Many of the
books were purchased in Europe in the 1920's and
30's and served as resources for the firm’s
exemplary work in revival styles.  One volume of
great value to the work of the Foundation  is a
1906 Bromley Atlas of Balt imo re City that
contains carefully drawn outlines of every building
in Baltimore just after the Great Fire of 1904.  The
books, some of which require conservation, are
being inventoried and will be added to the  B A F’s
extensive collection.  

Under the guidance of the B A F, the firm’s
archives, including its drawings, were donated to
the Maryland State Archives in 1991.    

B A F  Membership
The membership programs of the B A F are a vital
part of the Foundation’s outreach.  Membership
not only identifies one as an interested person and
possible resource, but also evidences support  for
the work as well as provides for the operating
budget.  Renewal notices have been mailed to
present members.  A prompt response is
encouraged  –and needed!  
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The Baltimore Architecture Foundation
(BAF) is a 501(c)(3) charitable non-profit
organization established in 1987 to promote
an understanding of, and an appreciation for,
Baltimore’s built environment.  Your tax-
deductible contribution will help support
educational outreach programs and lectures,
historical research and publication, and many
related ongoing activities.

Basic  Annual  Membership  Levels:
$20 - Students  and  Seniors

$35 - Individual
$60 - Family or Classroom

$125 - Patron
For more information about membership 

or events and activities:

The Baltimore Architecture Foundation
1016 Morton Street

Baltimore, MD  21201
410 - 539 - 7772

www.baltimorearchitecture.org
baf@smgarch.com

__________________________

K E Y S T O N E
is the quarterly newsletter of the Baltimore
Architecture Foundation.   Information about
events and programs related to BAF’s
mission are welcomed for publication. 
Information may be submitted before
February 28  and  April 28 , 2006.  th th

C A L E N D A R
     OF  EVENTS  RELATED  TO   B   A   F   PROGRAMS       

Jan.   8: Garrett/Jacobs Lecture: How an Architect Can Help

Jan. 15: Garret/Jacobs Lecture: Color and Light in the Home

Jan. 22: Garrett/Jacobs Lecture: Building an Art Collection 

Jan. 29: Garrett/Jacobs Lecture: Antique Furniture

Feb.   5: Garrett/Jacobs Lecture: Research Property History

Feb.   4: Annual B A F  Groundhog Day Party at Area 405

Feb. 28: Tour of atrium construction, Garrett/Jacobs Mansion

Mar. 29: Spring FORUM: The Rotunda, JHU Downtown Cntr

Apr.   5: Spring FORUM: Renewal Masonic Lodge, JHU D/C

April 12:   Spring FORUM: City Master Plan, JHU Downtown

April 19:   Spring FORUM: Walter Art Musuem,  JHU D/C 

Apr.  26: Spring FORUM: Progress in Pigtown, JHU D/C

May    3: Spring FORUM: Baltimore in the Movies, JHU D/C

May  10:   Spring FORUM: School of the Arts, JHU Downtown

May  17:   Spring FORUM: Charles St. Trolley, JHU Downtown

May  18- Preservation Maryland Conference: Annapolis
         19: ( For information : 410-332-9992 )  

July  27- NAPC National Conference: Tremont Plaza Grand
         30: ( For information: 410-514-7635 )

Sundays Commencing February 5 , continuing through theth

year, at 1 pm: Walking Tours of Mt.Vernon Churches
www.mvcd.org   /   410-605-0462

The  Baltimore  Architecture  Foundation
1016   Morton  Street
Baltimore,   MD 21201

http://www.baltimorearchitecture.org
mailto:baf@smgarch.com
http://www.mvcd.org
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